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A VICTORY OF SORTS

With the results of the 3 abortion Referenda the forces fighting fqr womens
rights have won a victory of sorts. A small victory but a significant one.
The importance of the victory is that the Catholic Hierarchy did not feel
confident enough to come out against the Referenda as a block and even
those Bishops who broke ranks and called for a NO, NO, NO vote did not have
a significant effect. In a country where the church has had the power to
defeat a relatively liberal issue like Divorce the fact that they could not
instruct people on what the church sees as this most important of all
issues is an indication of their waning power.While Hanafin and the rest of
the fundamentalists have claimed the NO vote on the abortion issue as a
victory for them this claim does not stand up to scrutiny. Apart from Cork
North-West, Donegal North-East and Donegal South-West, which voted NO to
travel and information as well as the abortion issue, the rest of the country
voted NO to the government wording on abortion and YES to travel and
information. The anti-choice groups still have not explained how they can
consider the results of the Referenda to be a victory when they were calling
for a NO vote to travel and information. The fundamentalists still have not
realised the seachange that has taken place in Irish peoples attitudes to
abortion since the X case. Even the lIrish Countrywomens Associations'
survey, which represents a mainly rural population, shows 73% in favour of
abortion if a womens health is at risk and 63% in favour of abortion where
rape or incest has resulted in pregnancy. At the same time we must not
overestimate our victory. The very fact that people were asked to vote on a
womens right to travel and information is obscene. Now we must ensure
that there are no restrictions on the availability of information and the new
Government must be forced to implement, as a minimum, the Supreme Courl
judgement.
The battle for proper abortion rights has only begun. The post-
Referenda period will be crucial for the Dublin Abortion Information
Campaign (DAIC) and its ability to push for less restrictive abortion laws.
The lessons of the DAIC/Repeal the Eighth Amendment Campaign/Alliance
‘ For Choice campaigns must be learnt and the same mistakes must not be
made again. Since the foundation of the Repeal the Eight Amendment
Campaign in March 1992 RED ACTION have argued for an open democratic
structure weighted towards the activists in the hope of making the
campaign an active one. When the prospect of a Referendum on the X case
became a reality it was decided that as DAIC might have a limited
attraction for people with its "Abortion on demand" stance, DAIC would
concentrate on building REAC as a broad based campaign encompassing a
wide range of views on which to fight the Referendum.
From the establishment of REAC it became increasingly obvious that
the campaign was intrinsically undemocratic despite the creation of a
structure that would make the opposite appear true. Continuous intrigue and
behind the scenes organisation by certain elements drove many activists
away from the campaign. Time and time again the careerists and
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separatists who controlled the national committee ignored the views of
those doing the groundwork and pushed their views to the fore‘. An ear!y
indication of the "leaderships" inability to recognise changmg public
opinion was that while all the opinion polls were pointing to allarge
majority in favour of abortion in limited circumstances REAC was trying to
tone down its demands, even going as far as trying to drop the demand fqr
repeal of the Eighth Amendment! With the national committees’ me.dla
orientated campaign leading REAC up a blind alley the DAIC actnvu;ts
decided to try and breathe some life into a dying campaign by electing five
members of DAIC (including an RA member) onto the national committee.
Unfortunately in true opportunist fashion the Militant Socialist group
turned up en bloc at the national conference, not having been active in the
campaign in the previous months, and voted with the outgoing national
committee. This ensured a majority of one i favienny offifthe
careerists/separatists. With this majority the careerists/separatists
ignored the five members of DAIC on the committee and continued down the
blind alley. Realising that the infighting within REAC was interfering with
our practical work for abortion rights/womens rights in Ireland Red Action,
the Workers Solidarity Movement and DAIC decided to resign from REAC and
build DAIC as the only viable, active pro-choice organisation in the run up
to the Referendum.
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While there were flaws in the DAIC campaign it was still a very
effective campaign. That the campaign was directionless on a number of
occasions cannot be denied and that individuals took it upon themselves to
act or speak on behalf of DAIC without consultation cannot also be denied
Fortunately these flaws occurred with the best of intentions and not fo;
personal_ or political gain. For future reference a lot more control (not in
_the Leninist sense!) must be exercised over the campaign by all those
mvolyed. All spokespersons must be answerable to the campaign. A possib|
solu‘t|on to ensure that the lack of direction no longer occurs would be the
setting up of a steering committee elected from the floor. The function oe1
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of their proposed Wealth Tax, which given the unequal distribution Of.
wealth in Ireland should be a basic Labour policy, is an example of Labours
shift to the Right. :

It was the election of Mary Robinson on this platform that convinced
Labour strategists like Fergus Finley that by moving to the centre g_round
they would gain votes from the liberal wing of Fine Gael. For Labqur it was
a successful move in terms of gaining seats but in the long term it re.mams
to be seen if they can hold them. This shift to the right”may.ahengte
genuine supporters and when it comes to forming a coalition in wh}Ch
Labour begins implementing policies formulated by their new Right wing
partners many of these supporters will question their loyalty to a Party
which ignores them. Are genuine Labour supporters going to accept tax cut_s
for the rich offset against welfare cuts or for the privatisation of.sem.l-
state companies with the resulting redundancies? Labour, riding hlg_h‘ in
popularity, would do well to remember the fate of their previous coahhop.
If John Bruton or Michael Mc Dowell begin taxing childrens shoes again will
Labours voice be heard?

o
Protest: a member of the Portobello Unemployed Act
iparty’s election posters

The other Left wing parties seen major setbacks with Democratic
Left losing 2 seats and their sitting TD's barely retaining their seats. With
Labour taking away support and returning few transfers DL's attempt at
progress was stifled. DL's claim that the electorate still did not distinguish
between them and the Workers Party was a lame excuse. Not even De Rossas
high profile in the abortion debate and his partys attempt to establish
_themselves through this issue succeeded. For most people Democratic Left
IS a new name but with no new agenda. While the possibility of a merger
ywth Lgbour seems distant a further shift to the Right is inevitable. DL's
|mm9qlate future seems to rest in Labour inviting them into a centre Left
coalxthn to neutralise them as a threat from the Left or remaining in
opposition attacking Labour and hoping to attract disillusioned Labour
voters. Suffering even worse setbacks were the Workers Party who only
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o loss of their only sitting TD,
¢ some leading activists like

der who only polled 239 votes in Dublin
e

' of activists and g
North East , means they are likely 0 S€€ a falllerlltc_qS amei?lh e e coptic i
rearguard concentration on retaining council ss se‘ S whople i
O'Regan in Waterford they don't seem 10 hgve a ba e enant. Mo i
build for a future election. While the bitter split ?NP e e DL
revelations have undoubtedly affected both the

i it : i lic rejection of their tired
disappointing results in the elections are a [g\l/Jebn el avoured influSKE

anti-republican sentiment and stale politics. bt 5 ;
within F3che established media could not help them thllsttl:iqe.inlé} lisf tahpepyar::g
that their "special activities" will have 10 include ballot rigg _,
to survive!

A setback for the Republican Move

Sinn Fein to increase their electoral hEl :
constituency their vote was down. In Dublin, with its vast population, S8

their candidates together could only attract 8,900 votes, about half the‘
number of Green votes. In Wicklow their two candidates were outpolled byS
over 300 votes by a single looney Christian Centrist Party candidate. The ‘
public perception of SF as a single issue party coupled with the SF belief -
that nothing can happen until Ireland is united has alienated voters. AN
change of situation from a capitalist 26 county state to a capltall_st.32
county state has no attraction for the working class. Genuine socialists
want to change the whole system, not only the Government that controls it.
Only a change of system can alleviate the hardships which face working
class people. The excuse of censorship is a handy way of not having to face
reality. Until SF aims itself towards the working class without being afraid
to alienate its petty bourgeois support they will not increase support. This
is not just Far-Leftist rhetoric, lip-service to the working class does not
fool anybody. A radical policy geared towards the needs of the working
class, both employed and unemployed, does not need TV to endear it to them.
A change of system as opposed to a change of faces is what we want.
It is important to remember that a quarter of the electorate nationally did
not vote and in Dublin a third did not vote. These are the alienated people in
society and the natural constituency of the Left, but who on the Left is
capable of mobilising them? While the Beef Tribunal may be important in
highlighting the corruption between politicians and Big business interests.
it is virtually |rrglevant tq people who cannot even afford the Beef. Ta); ]
cuts may be an important issue but you have to have an income to be taxed.
This system benefits the rich. Until the Left declare their int '
: ] ; _ ent o
changing it they will be left pandering to the Right wing ' il
: parties to gain |
power. The poor did not vote because the poor have nothing to vote for. |
Establishment parties have given us nothing but unemployment, welfare |

c#ts, emigration etc.. Labour as a junior partner in coalition will not change |
this. For the left to succeed they must kil the disease before th 5 |
the cancer. €y can cure
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the fight against unemployment, it must develop ar?‘j_ grow. PUAG 'm.ust
attract new activists and not confine their activities to. .t.he existing
group.This would ensure the INOU could no longer ignore activities,but more
importantly,this would enable them to organise larger, more Lo ad
pickets,even sit-in's in Government buildings.The unemployed must be

mobilised to force the politicians to tackle the problem.
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Militant at their
spportunist best. A non-
existent campaign to recruit
members. Note the Anti
Fascist Action symbol!

etween Fianna Failers Liam
during the election campaign
is a letter supposedly from
Lawlor from the 1987 campaign dismissing local L.
objections to the Lucan By-Pass. This Iet.ter was noisily
delivered in the middle of the night | Beside it is the |
letter Lawlor was forced to put out denying publishing/

the original . |

The recent infighting b
Lawlor and Brian Lenihan
was nothing new. Above

NEITHER RED NOR RACIST ?
The real irony of this comment from
an article in the Sunday Tribune is
that the nazis would have dominated
the Dublin skinhead scene only for
the REDS (aka RED ACTION) .
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Umbrellas, said that while ex-
treme right-wing groups like
the National Front have at-
tempted to hijack the move-
ment, true skinheads remain
.vehemently opposed to._ ra-

' cism and violence.

“There are thugs in Dublin
who pretend to be skinheads,
but they’re not. They're fasc-

ists with skinhead haircuts.
We call them boneheads.
There’s generally just one rac-

ist and troublemaker behind -

each group, a ringleader and

the rest just follow like sheep.,

f‘\ large number of Dublin
skinheads wear the maxim
'Ne@ther Red nor Racist’ on
their jackets, “to distance
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